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” U.S COMMISSION ‘ON CIVIL RIGHTS
‘ The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is a temporary, mdependent blﬁamsm
o agengy established by Congress in 1957 and directed to: . i
® - Investigate complaints alleging that citizens are being depnved of theu'
right to vote by reason of their race, color, religion, bex age, hmdlcap, or
national origin, or by reason of fraudulent practices; .-
@ Study and collect information concerning legal developments constl- o
_ tuting dngcnmmatlon or a denial of, ;oqual protection of the laws under the
»Constitution because of race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap, or mnoml,
origin, or in the administration of justice;”
® Appnaise Federal laws and policies with mpect todxscmmnat:on or
denial of equal protection of the laws because of race, color, religion, sex,
age, handicap, or national origin, or in the admnmstratlon of justice; o
@ Serve as a national: clearinghouse for. information in respect to
. dlscnmmatlonordenmlofequal protection ofthehwsbecauseofnce,
- color, religion, sex, age, handicap, or national origin; ' ‘
@ Submit reports, -findings, and recommendations to the Presndent and
: Congreu. . .
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The Commnssnon is indebted to Donald A. Deppe, program specialist in the
Office of Regional Programs, who wrote this statement. : :

The Commiission is also grateful to its Advisory Commlttm and staff of
the Commission’s reg:onal offices for data they provxded on expressions of*
- racial and religious blgotry across the country. Edwina Mllu and Dorothy
‘Marshall provided valuable assistance and support throughout tie process of'
producing this document. Eugene Platt edited the statemeiit and the staff of "~
the Publjcations Support Cenger, Office of Management, was responsnble for

 final preparation of the statement for publication.

John 1. Binkley, Deputy Director of the Office of Regional Programs, had
- overall supervisory responsibility for the productlon of this statement.
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_perpetrated against racial and’ reltgtous minorities. The media bring recurring
‘accounts of mtlmldatmg and violent activities, which include cross burnings;

r!sonal injury; and, in r§ome cases, the deaths of human beings. In this

« senseless and intimidating acts of violence motivated by racial and religious
bngotry, but also to share its view of the nature and extent of thé problem, to
* describe promising responses of public officials and community leaders to
combat_the problem, and to urge upon others a posture of condemnatlon

'« against those who would violate the varied but enduring values of a plurallstlc
society.

'information provnded by many of its 51 State Advisory Committees, who
have been monitoring developments at State and local levels, and four. speclﬁc

R reports based on Advisory Committee studies conducted during the fall of
1981 Additional data were drawn from a vanety of publlcatlons, repbrts,

andthenewsn_tgdra - . ) o e

t o p..699.s
Commtttees that keep the Commission abreast of civil rights developments uhe Statggnd local

against racial and religious minorities;were those in. Connecticut, Georgia, Michigan, and West
Vtrgmu The New Jersey Adwsory Committee also produced a brief staternent on the subject

i
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A few isolated groups in the backwater of American hfe still hold- perverted notions of -

o | Presndent of the United States

+ The U.S. ACommission ort Civil Rights is concerned about acts of violence

statement the Commission seeks not only to express its concern over the-

“In preparing \t‘ls statement, the Commlssmn drew pnmanly‘7 upon'

. N i

G

defacement, destruction, and desecration of religious property; infliction of -

' U.S,, Executive Office, Wukly Comp:lanon of Pm:dennal Documents. vol: l7 June 29, 1981, -
* In cach State and the.Dtstnct of Columbia, the Commission has established Advuory::;".

levels. The four Advisory Committees that produced special feports ‘on bigotry and violence *
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" The Problem Illustrated
- ® On June 2, 1982, a former member of the Ku Klux Klan and- the‘ o

American Nazi Party. was indicted.by a Federal Qgrand jury for the 1980

ambush shooting of Vernon. E. Jordan, then president of the National Urban .

League. Though subsequently acquitted, the assailant is currently serving
four life sentences for the murder of two young black men who were jogging

in a Salt Lake City park with. two white women. At his trial for these ‘
murders, the suspect was quoted as saying that the two blacks deserved to die
. for “race mixing.” He has. also been charged with the racially motivated

slayings of a black man and his whlte wife in Oklahoma Clty and of twp black
men in Indianapolis.’

S NQ _In"Colorado on May 4; l982 five persons- were\arrested for-an-alleged -~ —
‘ _ plot .to kill two Federal judges and blow up Internal Revenue Service |

headquarters in downtown Denver. Police conﬁscated bombs automatic

weapons,.and other firearms. One. of those arrested is president of a local

chapter of the United Klans of America. Medid accounts alleged that all ﬁve

persons have Klan connections.* 0

® On April 15, 1982, in Memphis, Tennessee, a white man was indicted by
a Federal grand jury on charges of planning and participating in the

' firebombing ‘of the home of a black family .who moved into a wlme

neighborhood.*

® In Michigan a candidate for Congress with alleged. hnks to Klan and Nazi
organizations used campaign diatribes against urban blacks whom he saw as
potential pillagers of the predominantly white suburbs. He also reportedly
expressed a belief that violence-prone blacks, by attacking white women,
create marital discord, and - thereby caiise white male homosexuality.

Although defeated, this proponent of white supremacy won 53,000 votes in

his bid for election.* N

® On March 10, 1982, a Jewish female student was shot five times wnh a
BB gun on the University of Maryland campus, at College Park, Maryland.
The attacker shouted “Heil Hitler” as he fired and used other epithets that
indicated anti-Jewish feelings. An undergound campus newspaper hailed the

-assailant as a hero and suggested that next time he use a flamethrower on.the

V*—’victim

&> ,_Ihese_dmnmenta are Hate Groups. andAcLs of Bigotry: Connecticut’s Response (I982), Perceptions .

[

of Hate Group Activity in Georgia (1982), Violence and Blgolry in West Virginia (1982); Hate
Groups in Michigan: A Sham'or a Shame(l9ﬁ2) (hereafter cited as Mlclngan Report) and Blgouy

" -and Violence in New Jersey (1982).

' The. Washington Post, June 3, 1982.p. 1. - ‘ ) . . :
¢ Rocky Mountain News, May 5, 1982, p. 1. : ¢ '
.3 U.S.. Commission on Civil nghts, Southern Reglonal Ofﬁce. Monthly Reporl. Mly I982
* Michigan Report. p. 6.
! The Baltimore Sun, May 18,1982, p. l ¢
. . .
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The foregoing incidents illustrate the plienomenon of central concern in this
statement, namely, intimidation and violence against racial and rellglous
' mmontnes that is rootcd n unmmgated bngotry

Working Defimtlon
A bigot is *‘one obstmately or lntolerantly devoted to his own church,

- party, bellef or opinion.”*’ Blgotry in the context of this statement is a rigid
intolerance of differences and of those who hold such dlffereni:cs It is this

. blind unreasoned intolerance that makes racial and rellglous bigotry a form of
racial and religious dlscnmmatlon When manlfested in violent or intimidat-
~ing-ways, racial and religious bigotry represént #/desire to .deny the rights and
freedoms of persons of different creed, color, race, or national origin. In sum,
racial and religious blgotry result frequently in tactics to destroy “enernies”
who are perceived as enemies only because they are “different.” These tactics
include a variety of efforts to intimidate, frighten, injure, ndlcule and on

. occasion, kill those who hold dlffcrcnt religious beliefs, subscribe to different

) cultural values, or exhibit raclal characteristics unlike those of the bigot.

" The particular focus of this statement, therefore, is upon the potential and -

‘actual. denials of civil rights by groups or .individuals whose racial and

- _religious blgotry foment violence and social dlsrupuon This Commission is
concernec when the promulgatlon of ‘hate and hostility based on ‘extremist
concepts of racial purity or religious certitude leads to illegal acts of force and
violénce. Lest the vision of.America-as a democratic and pluralistic society
become a nightmare of hatred and divisiveness, we urge a heightened public -
awareness of the thrcat to civil rights posed by proponents of racial and
rchglous blgotry , B . .

o
s

o

* Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary (1979).

N




Clupter 2 -

" Extent and. Slgmficance of , A
-~ the Problem - s

~ Let me assure you that my agency does not regard these cross burnings and T
“  intimidations, defacements and other hate acts as pranks committed by a bunch ef
beer-drinking kids on a Saturday night: They are atrocities that are calculated and
committed by haters of Jews, Hispanics, Blacks, Asian Americans, and: other’
minorities—haters who are determiney to. destroy the social fabnc and mdmdual
" freedom that bind our nation together !

- -

. Gilbert G. Pompa, Dnrcctor
Commumty Relations. Scrvnce
U.S. Department of Justlce :

{

Although it is impossible to measure with precision the extent of the ,
protlem of racial and religious bigotry in the United States, this chapter qR E

" reviews the limited statistica] data and shares the perceptions of knowledge- M
* able observers i in various parts of the country. In addmon, the chapler focuses
on the relatlonshlp pf the problem to perslstent racism and antl-Scmmsm

- Extent of the Problem
Not all acts of religious discrimination and l;lgotry are antl-Semmc in
~.character, but statistical reports of ‘such incidents " are ‘availabie and
“instructive. The" Antl-Defamatlon League (A'bL) of B’nai ‘ B'rith . has
compiled over “the. past several years a count of antn«Semmc “episodes” . o
reported to its 27 regional offices across the country.? ADL records show . %
" that since 1978 there has been nearly a twentyfold increase in reported
- episodes of anti-Semitic vandalism (49 cplsodes in 1978, 120 in 1979, 377 in
~- “—1980;and-974-in1981)>—In-1980 the ADL began-to-compile statistics on- -
reports of a more scnous form of rellglous mtlmldatlon and ylolence, namely,

v, b4 -
N : Ly

. ' Gilbert G. Pompa, “Rebulldm; Bndges of Undersundm; ina a Climate of Raclal Hatred;” The .
#i - .. Journal of Intergroup Relations, vol. 1X, no. 4 (1981-82), pp. 14-15.

;- . ' The most recent of these annual reports is 1981 Audit_of Anti- Semific lncldenls (Antl-
- " .. § Defamation League: of B'nai B'nth December 1981). -
) U, Ibid., p 1 g , ‘

AN




e - ‘assaults, rnail and phone threats, and harassments.” The number of such = - o
: incidents reported in 1981 was more than triple the 1980 ﬁgure (350 to 112).* .
_ With respect to the riational distribution of antr-Semmc incidents tl}e ADL - <« ..
reports the following pattern: .. P o

.

The, states of New York (326), California (150), New Jersey (94) and Massachusetts . '
(59) agam reported the most incidents—roughly 65% of the total natipnwide. s

The reports from Cahfomla [150], Maryland (5|) and . Pennsylvania (50) show
notrceable increases over 1980.

' Mrchrgan (20), Hinois (28), Minnesota (26), Vlrgmra (25) and Florida (24) consutute
a second tier of states reporting 20'or more mcrdents of vandallsm in 1981. ’

The Northeast, wrth roughly .half of the \-reported mcrdents; was once again' the
"~ geographie area reporting the‘ : greatest number of episodes.. s

While the reports from California show a marked increase over 1980 the other Pacrﬁc
" 'Coist states reported only scattered eprsodes s

34

The data dlso indicated that most of those arrested in connection with these

- incidents were young persons and only a few had any known ties to

orgamzatrons that eéspouse racial and religious bigotry. Specrﬁcally, the report
'sald : . .-

—

,«
o

: Dunng 1981, ADL received reports that 73 individuals had been arrested in
connection with 39 episodes of anti-Semitic vandalism and that 62—85%--were 2001
o .under. The remammg 11 were adults, of whom six were arrested in connection with a
¢ single episode in Nashville, Tennessee. This involved an abortive plot to bomb a
© -+ synagogue, allegedly hatched by . persons having Ku Klux Klan or neco-Nazi
] afﬁhatrons In only one other episode was there evidence of activity by organized hate .
’ groups—an episode in Indiana in which two adult males weré;arrested, -one of them -
~ " affiliated with a Klan group. In the remammg 972 incidents, there was no evidence of T
activity by such organizations. . . . :

o

With respect to individuals arrested in connection with episodes of assault, threat, or L
harassment against Jéws or Jewish institutions;. 41 persons—35 of them, or 85%,
youths under 20—were arrested ilf connection wrth 30 of the 350 episodes reported .

In the Nashville synagogue bomb plot, three of the six persons arrested were convicted
by a Tennessee jury late in November 1981. The other ghree are waiting trial.*

Although there are no definitive measures of the size and influence of Klan
and neo-Nazi ‘type . organizations, reports from several. State _Adyvisory
Commit 2es. to the U.S.. Commission’ dn Civil Rights provide useful
observations. The Georgra Advisory Commlttee for example, reports that

By .Klan organizations in the South -are growmg in size and visibility. The

T * lbid. . T - 1.7 .
‘ ©* Ibid., pp. 1-2. - Cil e
- ¢ Ibid,, pp. 2-3. . _ o
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\ Comrmttee also reports gphat recent Klan meetings are attracting large\

© - numbers of sympathlzers and the rhetoric of hatred and violence appears to
¢ bdincreasing.’

! " . The Connecticut . Advnsory Commlttee, on the other hand reports that

attempts by the Klan%o gain a large following in the State have'met with little

N -7 " sucéess, and evidence of organized hate group activity (j.e., acts of violence or
' : terrorism attributed or confessed to by a particular organization) is slim.
e - Nonetheless, public officials believe the incidents themselves are serious and
Yo * bear watching* . ¢ *

Slmnlarly, the West Virginia Advnsory Commlttee reports that proven hate
group activity during the past 2 years has been sporadic and limited, and .
conftned mostly to the northern part of the State. The several incidents
documented, however, show clear signs of the intention ‘to terronze and

L humiliate racial minorities or white persons. who allow or eucourage racial _
" integration”. - N
wr The Mlchlgan Advisory Committee reported that State ofﬁcnals have ~ -
. conflicting views on ‘whether or not criminal vnolence based OR race, religion, -

or ethnlcnty has increased in recent years. “Some se¢ an’ increase, others a -
decrease. Some -see an increase in individual acts® but claim -there is.no =«

_‘ ?’“ » . problem with organized group violence. Yet vm,ually all acknowledge that
’ , racially and religiously motivated violence'is a serious problem.”"
The New Jersey Advisory Commlttee reports a recent spate of arson,
-« assaults, and vandalism with the suspected” motlvatlon of ‘racjal and religious.
* ¥ bigotry: Much* of the activity is attributed to ]uvenlles accordlng to then
Attomey General James R Zazzali, but heé, like others, hastened to add that
/. - this conclusnon was “riot mtended to- diminish, the scriousness of the
problem . The victims of such an occurrence suffer ‘great anxlety and
_ tradma.”". " . : T !
The Cahfomla Falr Employment and Houstng Commnssnon held public
' heanngs in October - 1981 on racial, ethni¢, and rehgnous violence in Contr X
. Costa: Cou‘nty Among the commnssxon 'S ﬁndlngs were the following:

5 ' e

- ‘.L *

. N S —— R s . T £
Y .7 Georgia Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, Perceptions of Hate - v
) Group Activity in Georgia (1982), pp. 2. 3, 8, 11, 30 (hereafter cited as Georgia Repart). .
. L * Conngcticut Advijsory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, Hare Groups and
. Acts o{ﬁ:golry ConnecucutsResponse(l982) pp. 71-75.
_ - C °0Wmt Virginia Advisory Committee to the U. S Commlsslon on. C|V|I Rights, V:olence and
Lo Bigotry'in West Virginia (1982), pp. 1, 3-4.
_ % Michigan Advisory Commitiee to the U.S. Commlsslon on“Civil Rights, Hale Grodps ln
Michigan: A Sham or A-Shame (1982), p. 9. '
' New Jersey Advisory Committee. to the US. Comm|ss10n on Civil nghts, B:gotry and
leence in New ersey (1982),p. 5. .

- R . . . . . T
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‘@ Black, “Hispanic, and other minority famnlnds ‘have been subjected ,to terrorist acts
of racial violence and harassment xncludxng physncal attaqks, deliberately set fires,
shootxngs, threats, and assaults thh motor vehncles e

v : .
R N . P

® The Ku Klux Klan is present and actively reeruiting membe;_s in the t:Ot;n'ty'."

. . = . . . }\\
> o
® There are mdxcatxons that the Klan in Caltfomta is etockpthng weapons ‘and’
~ conducting paramilitary training."* . L, .

“The foregomg information strongly suggests that acts of racial and

—
-« religious bigotry, whether attributed to individuals or groups, represent a
' significant problemv_in various parts of the country.. .

BN

» The significance of the problem does not lie exclusnvély in the existence and

o actmty of particular orgamzattbns that promulgate spunous doctrines of
racial superiority and advocate’ rehglous persecution. These groups are small -

m number, split into competing factions, and weakened by int€rnal struggles

"o for dominance.” ‘What is significant, however, is the fact that these groups

s advocate openly the racist and dlscnmmatory beliefs that survive in

* individuals and institutions desplte efforts at their eradlcatlon Wete hatred

. and violence based on race, religion, or national origin practiced only by

" members of-such groups, the problem would pale in scope’as well as

. sngmﬁcance Not all anti-Semites join a neo-Nazi organization, but every anti-
Semite is a threat to the reh&lous freedom of others. Not all racists Jom a.

hooded order, but every person who holds his or her own race to be superior
or inviolate denigrates another and threatens its survival. Not every: person__
who-'believes his or her culture, race, or religion is in jeopardy takes to

paramilitary trammg, but every person who does so and gains the weaponry

and skills requisite to armed violence is a menace to social cohesion and
tranquility. In the final analysis, the problem is the continuing existente of

: ‘racismt and anti-Semitism. that .surface in the acts of some individuals and

2 .compose the rhetoric of a number of extremist organlutlons

- “That an" undercurrent of racism and rellglous _prejudice persists is

» evidenced by the very fact thist groups. espousing such' views persist. One'

E natlonally known scholar of violence in America*pointed”to this symbiotic

relationship in the context of dm,ussmg contemporary Klan and Nazi
orgamzatlons

-

L. ‘2 Stuate of Cnhfol'mn, Report and Recommendations of the Cahforma Fair Employmenl and
-Housing Commission: Public Heanngs on Racial, Ethnic and Religious Conflict in Conlra Costa
County (1982), p. 4. For additional back;round see pp- 42-52. -
.U Ibid., pp. 4,42-52. e o
. Ibid. . * ’
. Georgia Report. pp. 2, 4.

Slgmficance of the Problem -

L

\ ' o X » . \ ) ’ \-
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" -Historigally, antl-democratlc groups usmg violent means have been able to flourish
" when their causes were supported by public opinion and when local and fedefal .

officials followed a policy of “‘benign neglect” toward them. In these circumstarices
antl-democrats often achieved their immediate objectives. They lost ground when.
public sympathies shifted against them .and’ when governtiients took concerted

" ' counter-action. Anti-democratic.groups cannot flourish without the tacit support or
tolerance of public officials. Once law enforcement agencies:and the courts take strong -
aiid .consistent action against the illegal acts of thése groups, they begin to-lose. thelrv<-_¥/
credlblhty and effectiveness.' .

Prejudlce and anlmospty survive, not just in organizations known for creating .
divisive tension and intimidation, but also in numerous acts of religious and

4.1 racial - vmlence committed by persons similarly infected. Although the
Organgtlons themselves and the ideas expressed by itheir spokespersons are :
repugnant to most Aqmericans, their significance to the Commission rests in
the fact that-such ideas:are often expressed in illegail acts of discrimination
against racial and® rellglous minorities. In the next chapter, an attempt is
made to identify thé probable causes-and (.ontnbutmg circumstances of such
behavior. By understanding the causes and prccnpltatlve mechamsms i may
be possnble to |dent|fy some useful remed|cs o . -

- . . RIS

Ted Robert Gurr, statemem, in U.S., Congress House, Commmee on the Judlctary,
Sub;ommmee on Crime, Increasing Violence Against Minorities, 96th Cong 2d sess. (Dec. 9,
1980). - . .

i g o A -
s ¢ 2 %

u : « . i e g . L.




Clnpter 3

Probabie Causes and ~
Contnbutmg Clrcumstances

2 .. ¥

o .

. * The enemy that cannot. be readily identified is the - combination of Joblessness,

= \+ ., economic deprivation, frustration, and anger. . . _These problems have a more severe
consequence than the message of hate and threets of vnolence expressed by hate .
groups

RS : ' Kevin J.:Knight
ST R ~
e T ‘Exécutive Director .

Wheelmg Human nghts Commission

A fundamental® cause of blgotry-bred violence in the United States,

‘ accordmg 10 every report from the Commission’s State Advnsory Commit-
tees, and others who have studied the problem, is the continuing presence and -
tenacious survival of deep-seated racism and’anti-Semitism. One author, a
Roman Catholic theologian, docurhents in scholarly detail the persistence
‘through history ‘of anti-Semitism and ‘traces its manifestations from the :
classical Greek period to the present time.? - Edward H: Flannery’s hlstOncal, o
- analysis of religious blgotry suggests that all forms of hostile prejudice against »
"members of a particular group are often rooted.in narrow theological o
concepts. These theological underpmmngs account for the fact that institu-
tionalized forms ‘of racism and iati-Semitism frequently ‘take -on' the-

" appearance of religion itself, as well as the fact that acts of intimidation and - .

* violence are ‘encouraged and perpetrated at times with zealous devotlon toa
contrived and convoluted set of racist bzliefs. . '

The foregoing insights are illustrated in two major and mfamous hlstoncal

developments: the treatment of Jews in Nazi Germany an@ perpetuation by
the colonial settlers of America of the institution of slavery The fanatacism

of the Holocaust and the dehumamznpg bondage bf blacks in the United

e A

B

o Weu Vu'pnu Advusory Commmee to the US. Commmlon on Civil Rights, Violeru-e and
B:gorry in West Virginia (1982), p- 13 (hereafier cited as West Virginia Report).
! Edward H. Flannery, The Angmsh of the Jews, (New York: Macmillan, 1965).

Ce = . ©
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States provnde evldence of the depths of degradation to which humanity can
descend when bigotry and intolerance are institutionalized and ofﬁcnally
condoned. In these situations the zeal of the racial and religious bigot can Le
seen' clearly as ultimately antireligious, antidemocratic, and a perversnon of
humanistic as well as theological ideals. :

) Though contemporary America will never become a. latter-day Nazn state
or repeat the ignominy of slavery, the inescapablé fact remains that the
perverse traits‘ of racism and_anti-Semitism exist and are expressed in
alarmmg, sometimes violent, ways by individuals and groups who make no

secret of their prejudice against racial and, religicus minorities, It should also -

be clear that racism and.anti- Semitism are not caused by Klan and Nazn llke
organizations; these. groups simply attract persons whose anti-black, anti-
Jewish, and antiforeigner beliefs are already developed. The orgamzatlons
provide an enclave of support for expressmg and implementing ideas that are
formed by a host of other mﬂuences encountered i in the family, schools, and
other situations. . . .
This observatlon is not, made to minimize concern over the groups
. themselves and the crucial role they play.-Some reported acts of racial and -
religious intimidation are committed by persons who are said to have, of
profess to have, past or present connections with organizations that preach «
hatred and advocate violence to vent that hatred. Even the perpetrators with_*
no known or professed connection with such groups are clearly imitators of

them and adopt their symbols of terror—the swastika, the burning cross, and

the graffiti of hate and mtlmldatlon In all cases, however, a major role of
extremist groups is to provide the rhetoric of justification for acts perpetrated
elther by the groups themselves or individual imitators. As far as the victims

* are concerned, it matters litile whether a group or an mdmdual is responsnble
for-the act; the terronzmg effects are the same. :

Another role of hate groups, more. ominous than the rhetoric of hate and -

 the advocacy of violence, has' emerged over the past several years.

Paramilitary training sites have been established where persons are trained in ‘

the use of sophisticated weapons; the manufacture of explosive devices, and . |
the skills of guerrilla warfare. It is. claimed that these tactics are intended to
prepare members to defend “the faith” from the enemies of “White Christian .
America” or toensure survival in an anticipated race war.’

Ted Gurr; an authority on violence in‘America, gave still another reason

for taking these groups seriously when before the Subcommittee on Crime of

the House Judiciary Committee he identified a characteristic that runs-
—\*"directly—counter to the American political tradition; Professor Gurr saidi

' Georgia Advnsory Comnittee to the U.S. Commnsslon on Civil Rights, Percepuons of Hate
Group Activity in Georgia (1982), pp. 2, 3. .
[
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~ The contemporary Ku Klux Klnn. National Socialist Plrty, and s:mnlar éxtremist-

. ;roups ‘are distinctively anti-democratic* in their political beliefs and practices. The

victims of anti-democratic vidlence have included, but were not Jimited to, ethnic .
arities ‘(blacks, Mexlcan-Amencans) and religious minorities (Cathohcs. Jews). -
"Whites of Protestant background also were often victimized because of their alleged

- criminality, immorality, or radical political views. Black Americans are not the only
" ones who need fear the resurgence of anti-democratic groups.*

“edged as being the persistence of racism. and anti-Semitism, - public officials .
. and community leaders who provided information to the Commission’s

{

Although one cause of racial and religious_tcrrorism is. widely acknowl-

Advisory Committees were in. agreement in ldentlfymg a number of
circumstances ‘and perceptions that contribute to ‘the precipitation and
exacerbation’ of overt acts of. violence. These contributing circumstances
include economic conditions, the mechanism of scapegoating, media treat-

“-——ment-of - advocates-of -violence,-perceptions of retrenchment in civil nghts
enforcement; and failure on the part . of law enforcement agencies to respond :

appropnately to'specific incidents.

‘_.Econqmlc Conditions and Scapegoatmg o N

-Rising unemployment, business failures, cuts in government programs and

- subsndm. increases in mortgage defaults, shrinking retail sales, - drastic

" .. declines in housing starts, and troubles in .the auto mdustry—these are the -

major components of. the daily litany of economic news. Although these

condmons adversely affect a wide and widening segment of the population,
they are known to have particularly severe repercussions on the poor and on -

racial minorities.* Such circumstances do not create bigots or cause acts of

* violence against racial and religious minoritigs, but coupled with the humen

. propensity to find someone to blame, these conditions give rise to scapegoat- -
ing, wherein negative and retallatory feelmgs toward .those perceived as .
causing economic difficulties are heightened. Under such circumstances,
some whites who are severely affected by current economic hardships believe
‘that their hard times result from “reverse discrimination” in employment and

a tax burden imposed upon them to support government programs that m
their view provide undeserved advantages to minorities.

¢ Professor Gurr chanctenza these groups as “lnn-democmlc” because of “two chlucteru

" tics thit set them sharply apart from almost all other groups on the n;ht of the American

political spectrum. First, they. reject some basic principles of democratic American society. They.:

" are prepared to deny equality of treatment or opportunity to ethnic and religious minorities, and

i Seoond _they are:prepared, collectively, if not in all individual instances, fo, use violence.and to .

they oppose the free expression of political and social opinions which contradict their own views.

- provoke violent confrontations in order to promote their objectives.” The total statement and

oral testimony appear in U.S., Congress, House, Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on
Cnme, Increasing Violence Against Minorities, 96th Con;. 2nd sess. (Dec. 9 1980), pp- 4-23

- (hereafter, cited as Increasing Violence Against Minorities).

* Increasing Violence Against Minorities, p. 2.
¢ See U.S., Commission on Civil Rx;hts, Civil Rights: A National Not a Specml Interest (l982)
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" The report of the Commission’s Advisory Committee in Michigan expands .
‘on the theme that economic difficulties. intensify the. appeal of. extremist =
" groups to some whites who feel they must compete unfairly with blacks and
other minorities for fewer jobs and shrinking resources: :

-

Private organizations in Michigan ranging from New Detroit to the Detroit Urban ’ #
League have drawn similar conclusions. .Public officials including U.S. Attorney ‘
Gilman, Wayne County Sheriff Lucas and representatives of the Detroit Department
of Human Rights, the Saginaw Human Relations Department, and the Detroit
Mayor’s office have also pointed to the depressed ccononty. As Alexander Luvall,

"~ Special Assistant-to the Mayor of Detroit observed, “when the economy is bad, it
-« seems like the Klan starts marching again.”” ‘ '

Herbert Henderson, president of the West Virginia NAACP, put the matter
succinictly -when he said, “I think it's now a matter of ‘economic concerns on
the part of many. people. You have got to-have somebody to keep down.”
Huntington, West Virginia, city council member Joseph L:." Williams — -~
commiented: o - : S

Many of the majority members of our Nation are resentful of minorities, especially
upward mobility. And, as | said. . .unemployment will be across the board. It has
been and I see no reason why it’s going to change, that minorities are made the
scapegoats. This, in itself, creates racial tension and the possibility of racial violence.’

Professor Gurr also described thé role of economic conditions and :added 'd.b

additional insight: . , . ;
) .

-

We know that most of the historical episodes of anti-democratic action occurred in

< times, in places and among people who suffered from economic dislocation. They

often suffered from or feared some combination of the loss of their means of ©~ =

livelihood,-job competition from minorities, rises in prices, shortage of goods and
decline in their economic status. ’ : . : -

o The evidence suggests that people who hold anti-democratic beliefs today are more
' ' likely thasi not to be economically marginal. They also tend to live in rural and small
. ©. town America, arcas where wages tend to be lower and economic opportunities fewer. "7
5 " These are the people who are most likely to be especially hard-pressed by current -
: inflation, by rising unemployment, and by static or declining real wages.
, [ ST .
Their ‘grievances in those circumstances tend to focus on the Federal Government |
and on minorities: on the Federal Government because of tax.policies, and because - e
.2 they believe Federal Spending policies have contributed to inflation; and ‘minorities
i _because-they-are-believed to receive unfair advantage from Government programs.*

?

Michigan Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commissien ﬁm Civil Rights; Haté Groups in
Michigan: A Sham or a Shame (1982), p. 16 (hereafter cited as Michigan Repors).

; Y West Virginia Kepou. p.- 9 , . N t
* Ibid.,p.9. ' - . ‘ PO
*°_ Gurr Stdtement, Increasing Violence Against Minorities, pp. 7-8. .
4 . i < . ) t o © (‘
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i Medm Treatment
White robes, masked hoods, storm trooper umforms swastika arm bands,
- ~and visible dutomatic weapons understandably attract. media attention.
-Furthermore, the wearers of such regalia are hungry. for press coverage and
"not ﬁeyond staging media events in an effort to spread the message of hostility . ©
and intimidation.
‘ Journalist Dedn -Calbreath, wntmg for the Cqumbla Joumahsm Review,
- ' admits that he himself was used by the Klan and. unwittingly served its
o publicity purposes on many occasions. He also describes how other elements -
of the mass media have been similarly duped. Calbreath quotes one ‘former
Klan official as having claimed: “We used'the press. We lied and did
"-anything we could to make reporters happy. We mtentlonally staged thmgs N
. just to get'coverage.”’"!
o . Although the ptess has a responsnblhty to report thé news, it has not:
always done so with accuracy and appropriate perspective. "Often statements,
- patently false, go unchallenged by interviewers of hate group spokespersons, 5t
thereby perpetuating stereotyplc myths about racial and religious minorities. = =
mordinate attention is paid
to ‘minor .side ° issues, the coverage ts distorted. An’ example cited by the
Michigan Advisory Committee illustrates the problem: “While over 3,000
attended the celebration [of the thlrty-thlrd anniversary of Israel] most of the
media attentlon went to fewer than 20 Nazis who bnefly demonstrated.”"?

Retrenchments in Civil Rights Enforcement _

There is a widespread perception that the Federal Government is relaxmg .

- its eniforcement posture in the area of civil rights and cutting back on social. = ..

programs that have benefited many Americans: ‘These*rétrerichments are ’

viewed by some as a necessary and temporary expednent to ensure long-term

~ economic recovery. '’ Blgots, however, are quick to interpret these initiatives = * ' |

as a lack of government concern for minorities who-are now fair game for
attacks that are,expected to go unchallenged.: S ’

In addmon to the perception that government authority will not be
imposed upon violators of civil rights, there are those who assume that the:
current shift toward a conservative political philosophy gives them license to
express and ‘act out their racial and religious hostlhty These people
frequently describe themselves as true (white) patriots who place (white)
* America first and are prepared to defend (white) democracy from its enemies.
Professor Gurr, pomts out: - . e

"' “Kovering the Klan: How the Press Gets Tricked into Boosting the KKK," Columbia *
* Journalism Review. March/April 1981, pp. 42-45.

T Mu'htgan Report, p. 20.

"1 See U'S., Commission on Civil Rights, The Federal thl Rights Enforcement andgql Fiscal

Year 1983 (1982), and Civil Rights: A Nationgl Not A Special Interest (1982). -
= ' Michigan Report, pp 16-17.

o
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I want to make it very clear that-anti-democratic attitudes of the kinds I have
ldentlﬁed are not part of the Amierican conscrvative phllosophy

At best they are a perversion, an extremist formulation of some aspects of
»conservatlve thought. In general it has become more widely acceptable to oppose
equal rights for women, to support’ legislation’ against forced busmg, ‘to restrict
affirmative ‘action programs and to oppose govetnment intervention .in social and-
economic affairs. These policy preferences all are associated in the pubhc s eye with

" conservatism. Why not go several steps further and retaliate against the liberals, the
- “blacks, the public officials who are responslble for, or who benefit from, these kinds of
programs and activities? I .

Iam suggestmg that this is the kind of mental process gomg on among people whom
I have called anti-democratic. Right wing anti-democratic views probably are not more
common now, than they were 15 years ago. What has changed is that the shift in
general qullc opmlon has led extremists to feel that it has become more acceptable to
express their views openly and to act upon thém."*

Law Enforcement Response :
EtTectWe police responses to mcndents of raclal and rehglous violence are
: eep-su
or respond in ways that clearly demonstrate a lack of sensitivity, perpetrators
can interpret the police inactivity as official sympathy or even sanction. A
~ knowledgeable observer expressed the lmportance of effective offi ctal re-
sponse well when he said: -

What is-problematic, at least for members of anti-democratic organizations, is how
much the pollce. prosecutors, judges, and juries are prepared to let them accomphsh‘-
_without imposing legal sanctions. What the Klans and the neo-Nazis are doing now ’
can be regarded as a kind of testing, both of public opinion and of officia} response.
OfFicial responses which are tolerant, apathetic, or slmply meffcctlve are likely to
encourage more cxtremist action.'s -’

The effectIVeness of police response is enhanced when the racial, ethntc,
and .religious composition of the force réflects the community it serves.
Although writing about factors that may precipitate:urban race riots, Morris
Janowitz cites a study that sheds hght on this contnbutmg factor to effective
- “police response. The carefully matched comparison of tiot and nonriot cities
by Lieberson and Silverman, covering 76 race riots between 1913 and 1963,
revealed that riots are less likely. to occur in “cities .with more racnally

" integrated police forces.”!’

The Commission’s Michigan Advtsory Commlttee highlighted the impor-
tance of integrated police forces in responding effectively to incidents of racial
.and rehglous v10|ence “Among thc Committee’s major findings was® “The

o
“TGurr Statémenf, [?'reasmg le‘ence Agam.s‘l Mmormes p. 8.
s Ibid.
' Morris Janowitz, "Collectlve Racial Violence,” in R.'Graham'& T.R. Gurr eds Violence in
. America (Beverly Hl!ls & London: Sage Publications, 1979), chap. 9, p. 263.
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Detront Pollce Department has been partlcularly effective in respondlng.
promptly to reported incidents, in part becausc the racial and. ethnic
i composmon of the personnel reﬂects that of the community.”'* * “
. ** Another factor that affects police response is the widespread lack of hard
- comprehensnve and comparative data concerning the number, location, and
b _E)LPCS of crimé thiat are motivated by racial or religious blgotry The slaying of REEIR ‘
a spouse in a domestic quarrel and the murder of a black person for ‘“race- L
mixung are both reflected in crime statistics as homicides. This Commission
has learned of the exiStence of only one mandatory statewide effort to gather‘ L
and report discretely those crimes apparently-- motivated by racial and
religious bigotry."” Police and community response can be affected adversely
by the abserice of reliable data on criminal violence motivated by bigotry
because this gap in knowledge mhkes it difficult for police to measure'
trends,develop enforcement strategies, and allocate” personnel. The lack of
data also impairs the ability of policymakers and other concerned groups and
individuals to assess the extent of the problem and develop adequate measures

of preventlon ) ‘ S

~ '

3 [P,

o Mlchlgan Report. p. 35. o .
'  See chapter 4 regardmg this initiative m Maryland Md. Ann Code art. 88B, §§9-10 -

(Supp.1981).
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- Education and Public Awareness ' ’ B

-

;~%¢;4 . | S
- Promising Re_sponses‘

Y

. .we are a nation of reactors. . . .particularly in my line of work you knq,w cxactly

what’s going to happen, .you tell pcople about it in-advance, and they pooh-pooh it,

they put it off, and then the catastrophe comes.’ .And damn it, after it happens,
then somehow money is found and a half-way attcmpt is made to put it back together.!

.
: : i

' : ) William Lucas, Sheriff
. K Wayne County, Michigan

L}

F'A specific focus of the State Advisory Committee studies was the strategies = °

State and local governments and community leaders have developed or would
recommend to counter' the growing influence of extremist groups and to
minimize the number of outbreaks of racial and religious violence. The
strategm .of response used or _proposed grew quite naturally out of
perceptlons of the nature of the problem its bas|c cause, and prcc|p|tatmg:
circumstances.

With respect to the fundamental cause, i.c., the persistence of racism and

‘anti-Semitism, there are no easy or quick solutions. Identified responses to

this aspect of the problem involved the modification of school curricula and,
other steps to increase public awareness of the problem and its deep-seated
nature. Among the contributing circumstances, problems of the economy

 appear equally 'intractable and lie" outside the scopé’ of this statement.

Initiatives have been taken,: however, by law enforcement agencies and .

community leaders to deal with other exaCerbatmg conditions |dent|ﬁed in |

the previous chapter‘,

o

..

In 1981 'three educational organizations pooled thelr resources to develop

and dlstnbute a teacher’s kit on the Ku Klux Klan. It provnd&s teachers with

) A ™. Michigan Advuory Commmee to thc U.S: Commission 6n le Rights, Hate Gmups in
Mu‘ﬁrgan A Sham ora&hame 1982), p-29 (herelﬁerclted as Mu'lugan Repon)




information about.the Klan.and. contains “instructional procedures- and
resources for bringing the truth about the Klan to light in the classroom.”? .
The organizations résponsible for its development are the National Educauon
Association, the Connecticut Education Association, and ‘the Councrl on
Interracial Books for Children (CIBC). According to Brad .Chambers of

CIBC, the repository and sales. agent for the kit, the response from school

systems has been positive, and a few, including the State of Maryland, have
adopted the curricylum officially. Chambers also rgported that the National
Anti-Klan Network® plans to work this year with school systems to
encourage its adoption nationwide.* -

More recently, the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B'rith has published
Extreniist Groups in the United States: A Curriculum Guide. 1t is an extensive
treatment of the subject that deals with extremist groups on the left as well as

the Klan and other right .wing groups and contains a section=on how a -

democratic society can best cope with extremism;*

The Michigan Advrsory Committee . leamed of promtsmg educauonal___

developmients in that State: .

The Mlchlgan Department of-Civil nghts the Detroit Human nghts COI'nmISSIOn .

. and Human nghts Department have called for the teaching. of racial and rehglous
. minority experiences, focusing on the effects of racism and anti-Semitism, in public

ERI
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and private schools. The Detroit public schools have already. taken such action.

Studies of racial and religious hatred are currently being built into the curriculum for
all students from kindergarten through grade twelve. Among the subjects to be
included are the philosophy, origins, institutions, and personalities of the Nazi

movement of the 1930s and 1940s; persecution and genocide of the Jews; mass killings

of Armerians; history of the Atlantic slave trade; and the dispossessing and killing of
American lndlans P .

In addition to efforts to instruct youth about the nature and dangers of racral
and religious violence, steps have been taken bywpubhc and private bodies to
gather information and share it widely so as ‘to increase community
understanding of the problem and to:curtail its manifestations. .

Examples of private ggoup initiative are Klanwatch and the National Anti-

Klan Network Klanwatch is engaged primarily in factfinding activities and
the provrston of legal services.” The information it collects is disseminated
through a bimonthly ‘newsletter called Imelligence' Report* and an occasional

leence lhe Ku Klux Klan and the- Slruggle Jfor Equaluy An. In/ozmauanaLamilnstmctmu
Kll(|98|) 72 pp. CIBC, 1841 Broadway, N.Y.¢N.Y. 10023. -

 The National Anti-Klan Network, headquanered |n Atlanta, lS described later on in thls

.

chanter.

t ‘V'elephone interview, June 17, 1982.
' ADL, Extremist Groups in the United States: A Curriculum Guide (New York: 1982), 3I3 pp-
* Michigan Report, p. 25.

7 Klanwatchi isa project of the Southem Poverty Law Center, 1001 S. Hull Street, Montgomery,'_‘

Ala. 36101.

. "KLA_NWATCH," a brochure describing the project (undated). ®

i
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' ) Specml Report that dmnbcs ‘'specific aspects of Klan actmty The latter is

- especially useful as a classroom resource and for other educational purposes.

"In & brochure dmnbmg the Klanwatch pro_|ect, tlte followmg information

_ services are lisied: ' . Y
o ‘

For Media: | . :

Facts on Klan activities, ludcrs, and groups .

‘Rcfemls to interview subjects

Blbhographm of Klan-rclated matcnals o ’

Photo archives
Summaries of Iegal acnvnm agamst the Klan

©

For Lawyers:

" Briefs, motions and other legal tools ) o
- Strategies for protecting communities and individuals from the Klan
Consultation on active or potential cases.

" For Law Enforcement Agencies:

" Photo archives for identification of Kian ‘members.
 Summaries of activities of Klan leaders
Information relative to potential criminal acts -
For Educational Groups: '
. Matc'riaxls for programs
" Speakers (limited availability)
Bnbhographm of Klan-related materials® .

Another private entity is the National Anti-Klan Network. It consists of a
coalition of numerous orgamzatlons concerned about racial and religious
bigotry- and mterested in’ the development of pmg1ms to combat racism:

* The [National] Ann-l(hn Network was initially formed in 1979 in Norfolk, Virginia . .

at the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) Annual Meeting. The
Network was deemed necessary as a result of Klan actions in Decatur, Alabama and
the Klan/Communist Workers Party .confrontation in Greensboro, North Carolina.

"Although SCLC sponsored the creation of the Anti-Klan Network, it is. supported by

150 orgmizationr that provide financia! and vblunteer personnel for its activitiu

" The Anti-Klan Network is directed by Rev. C T. Vivian, ‘with |ts mnoml '

hadquaners in Atlanta, Georgia. They publish a newsletter depicting Klan activity

' which is distributed.nationally. In addition, they sponsor anti-Klan conferences and -
workshops-interfacing with other cml rights orgamzanons in combating the tlsm; -

Klan influence.

0 kY

* Ibid.




¢

The Anti-Klan Network not only monitors the activifies of the Klan, but intercedes on
‘behalf of its victims. This is done through counter-demonstfations -and interaction

. with local .efficials where Klan activity is or has taken place. On the legal front they-
have filed nine lawsuits agamst the Klan, and are presently engaged in public lobbying’
designed to encourage the. Reagan Administration to move to enforce Federal laws
_against orgamzed violence. In addition, the Network. . .is attempting to educate
students in junior and senior high schools on how to deal with the Ku Klux Klan and -
racially ‘motivated violence. The organization-is the fastest growing anti-hate group"
operanon in America and is viewed as having great potennal 10

There are other pnva_te organizations that monitor extremist activities and
distribute materials that have an educational value. Two that are well known
“ and have a long history of involvement- are the Anti-Defamation League of
B’nai B’rith (ADL) and the National Association for. the Advancement of
Colored Péople through its creation in 1981 of the: “Klan Alert.”"!
. With respect to public sector activity, in the fall of 1981 this Commnssnon '
_asked its 10 regional offices to determine the number and nature of official
task forces or commissions established by Governors or local ofﬁcnals in

g specific . response .to the problem of racially and religiously motivated

28, 1981. Replies to this memorandum will hereafter be cited as Regional Response.

violence.”? Listed here by State are publlc bodies of thls nature |dent|ﬁed in

response to this request. -
California: _— '

Governor’s Task Force on ClVll Rights
Connecticut:

 Governor's Commission on Racial-Harmony
" Racial Tensnon Commission (City of Meriden)
Maryland: * ¢
Governor’s Task Force on Violence and Extremlsm
Coordinating Committee on Hate/Violence (Montgomery County)
Violence Task Force (Harford County) i . - _ ‘
Massachusetts: v
The Boston Committee : .
‘New York: : d
Interracnal Task Force (set up by the Nassau County Human nghts
Commission)
Pennsylvania: ‘ Co
Governor's Civil Tension Task Force _
C|V|l Tensions Task Force (Allegheny Courity) -

. Bobby Doctor, Dlrector, Southern Regional Office, U.S. Commission on le Rights,
memorandum to John 1. Binkley, Deputy Director, Office of Regional Jrograms, Nov. 15, 1981.
'* APDL is headquartered at 823"United Nations Plaza, N.Y., N.Y. 10017. NAACP national
headquarters areat 1790 Broadway, N.Y., 'N.Y. 10019.
1 ,John I. Binkley, Deputy Director, Office 'of Regional Programs, U.S. Commlssmn on Civil
nghts memorandum to regional directors, “‘Strategies to €ombat Hatred and Violence,” Sept.

v
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Rhode Island: - \\ : : B R
. Commission on Reh ious, Racial ahd Ethnic Harassment I
West Virginia; ;.- ’ '
’ Task ‘Force for Human nd le Rights (Logan County)
Humgn Relations Task force (Mercer County ‘Public Sehools)
1In addition to these specnﬁ lly created public bodies (and others that may

have been overlooked or established since this. informiation was gathered), the

regnonal office’ responses pomt\ed to the fact that most existing State and local

“fights or human relations.agenciet are concerned about ‘and: Aactive in
dealmg with: blgotry-based violence. Where special task farces were speclﬁcal-
ly created however, they served a useful role. A description of one county-
level commlttee was provided by the Mld-Atlantlc Reglonal Ofﬁce :

The (Montgomery ‘County, Maryland) Coordmatmg Commlttee on Hate/Violences
evolved out of a Jume 1981 Community Leaders Meeting, convened by County,
Executive Charles W. Gilchrist and County Council President Ruth Spector. The
" session involved approximately 100 individuals who unanlmously agreed that violence
_ and blgotry must be confronted head on. . :

The followmg month the County Bxecutlve and. the Presndent of the County Council .

~ -appointed members who now numbers13, including representatives of ‘the County
: Schoo! Board and School: Supenntendent, the. Hyman' Relations Commission; ‘the
County Police Department, and the State Attorney s Officé. The other members are

representatives of civic and religious organizations and business and labor. Chairing

the. .. [Com#iittee] is the Bxecutlve Dlrector of the County Human Relations

' ~.'.._.Comm|ssmn (MCHRC)

Four objectlves have been set for the Coordinating Commlttee 1) ascertaining the
needs of County resldents and obtaining_ mformatlon aﬁd recommendations from

Céunty agencles involved in combatting hate group activities; 2) obtdining commit-

mernits- from’ government, schools, religious organlzatlons, business, labor, and the
média to help combat hate group activities; 3) apprising County residents about the

problem and developing educational programs on its causes and\ways to respond and

9 educatmg human servicé personne] in  ways to assist victims.

5
'\

For example. as a result of Coordinating Committee efforts the National Conference

of Ghristians and Jews is developing a communications network“among religious

leaders, the County Council of PTAs is planning training workshops for its local units,

and a. . .symposium. . .to brief business exccutives and entrepreneurs about how - -

bigotry can becombatted iy o o

- One comnmunity relatlons specialist, located in the County Human Relatrons =
;- .- Commissfon, staffs, the Coordlnatlng Committée and works with the MCHRC 1o

" -address hate/vrolence activities full time. In-terms of accountability, the Commlttee
has no formial mandate, but acts as a government/private coordinating body whlch

. reports back to the County Executivé and the County Councnl Presndent The#'f
. Commlttee meets monthly "o L N st

¢

Lo . .- . - .

v '*3 M|d Atlantlc Regronal Oﬂ' ice, Reg:onal Reaponse NO\ 15 1981, pp 5-6

~

.
%

Y

. -




.. encouragmg\ Staté and iocal officials to condemn' racist and, antt-Semmc activity and -
\development of standardized responses to such actlvmes, enlistment of -

= o | : é

: The thde lsland Coalmon Against Bigotry (RICAB) was established in the spring of
1981\ in ‘response to” an increasing number of - neo-Nazi activities' in the State. .

_ The caalition includes respresentatives from some 30 organizations from across the

-

~ experienced officers who would work full-time to-obtain information. In July, evidence -
‘against five-members of extrémist groups was presented to a jury. .The .unit

State r ngmg from public agencies such as the Rhode Island Commission on Human. - -

Rights § pnvate orgamzatlons such as the Rhode Island Council of Churchs
RlCAB as six stated goals: mformatlon gathenng, analysns and dlssemmatlon

harassment;
educatlonal apd: religious institutions. for statewide activities to combat racism and
anti-Semitism;\enlistment of news media to provnde unsensational coverage of such
activities; and
prohibit such'acts.

RICAB was instrumental in the drafting and passage of the l98| law whlch makes

_defamation and hal)assment afelony.™

L .Improvmg Pollce -Interve;;hon

The Advnsory Committees report-that a number of police departments have

-responded to the increase in acts of,racial’ and religious yiolence by forming
. specialized units. These unlts are responsible for gathering lntelllgence, -

preventing |llegal acts and conspiracies, and swnftly apprehending persons

“who commit racially or rellglously motivated crimes. In Boston a community
disorders unit was created by-special order of the policé commissioner. The o

New England Regional Office described its work:

The unit works closely with dlstnct police personnel assnstlng tiem in ldentlfymg and
investigating crimes which- are racially motivated. JIt] has been successful in

educating the rest of the department about the seriousness of racially motivated crimes = ¢ E
[and). . diligent in investigating [them). . [It also] works closelx with the Civil
» nghts Dmslon of the State Attorney General s Office and the local district: attomey

in prosecuting these cases. According to the dlrector of the unit, in neighborhoods
where civil rights violations have been successfully prosecuted the number of such
incidents has decreased.*

Al

In Provndence, Rhode Island, a somewhat dlfferent approach was taken

An undercover - pollce unit called the Terrorist-Extremist Suppression Team was
formed by the Mayor and the Policé Chief to track the Klan, neo-Nazis and other
extremist groups. Formed in May [1981], the Mayor explained that its members are

functions as an independent ‘unit within the department to mvestlgate all complamts of
harassment which fall under both new and old laws. The unit is under the direct

supervision of the chlef of pollce . . .Thus far the umt has generated evidence

v
-

r New England Re;lonal Office, Regwnal Response Nov l3 1981, p 6. -

® Ibid, pp. 4-5. ‘ .

couragement of the promulgation and enforcement of legnslatlon ‘to




[ ‘e . .
", preeented tothe gund jury based on old laws as well as the recent statute. [The pohce
cluet] behegs that the long-term syccess of the unit depends on ke public’s awareness
- anid utilization of it. He geported that the unit is in contact with ADL and is workmg
wuth other community groups to encourage community suppon i ’

e 'Another pollce strategy was employed to reepond toa planned Klan rally
dn Windham, Connecticut. Since earlier rallies in the State led to vnolence, the
State s chief attornéy and the hiéad of the State department of public safety
.-were-able .to obtain a court order banning weapons and allowing the State
pollc:ea to search persons gomyo the site and. their vehicles. As a result of this
authority and the announced intention to use it, violenge was avoided.”

.~ Prompt and effective police response to reported incidents requires, careful
. ‘detailed planning. The Michigan Advnsory Commlttee descnbed the process

used in Sagmaw

i \

) {,n anticlpatlon of potehtlal duruptlons, the city_of ﬂagmaw drew together reprelenu- h
~~lives of the Human Relations. Commission, law enforcement agencies, business
’ f,f . leaders, media representatives and other commumtyuleaders to develop an appropriate
" respoiise. ‘An emergency mobilization plan foi police personnél was created which
~.7: spelled out lines of authority, operational procedures, use-of-force pohcles, procedureg."
¢ - for arrgsting Juvemlei and adults, where individuals would be temporanly held, and *
:gmdehnes governing other contingencies." _

“It is conceivable that some of these atte‘nipts to improve law enforcement,
|e, those having to do, with "heightened ' surveillance and - undercover
Operatlons, ‘could border on questlonable or illegal invasions of privacy. In the
Providence ‘situation, for example, the American Civil Liberties Union has _ - &
expressed concern that the undercover team poses.d possible threat to first

~amendment qghts," Similar questions were: raiséd about the State police - *

- searches. connegted with a Klan rally in Wmdham, Connecm?ut * In any :
evenit, care must be exercised to ensure that all measures taken are pr0per and -

. lawful. To violate consmunonal liberties in order to protect civil rights would

- \be self-defeatmg Itis lmprOper to fight extremlsm with extremlsm

- Legislative Initiatives ' - S
. During the last 2 years, legislatures'in 13 Stites have passed a total of 18 o0
"bllls dealing with the problem of racial and religious terrorism. Many other o
laws have been introduced and. debated.. Some have failed passage, and the ‘., -
" .. outcome of others is unknown. Most of those passed treat acts of harassment, - -
" intimidation, and destructlon of defacement of property as senous criminal-
) 'offenses and provnde mcreased penalties. A'few outlaw the wearing of masks

-~k‘&lbidpll o -
.Y Ibid, p. 12. . e .
- Mldugan Report, p. 23. e 05 .
. New England Regional Office,. Regwnal Response, Nov. 13 1981, p. 15. - ¢
® foid,p. 12, . | o
':”.‘ L . . - - R . . . .
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‘and’ carrylng of weapons under specnﬁed circumstances, two prohlblt
paramllltary training camps, and oone provides for the gathering of- statlstlcal
"data on criminal activity related to bigotry and violence.?

C

Y Questlons have arisen over constitutional protections_regarding. some of

= these laws similar_to questions raised about police procedures described
carlier. Some have also been criticized as being too vague to ensure successful
prosecution. In Colorado, for example, a bill meant to ban paramnlltary
camps was evaluated by staﬂ' of the Commlsslon s Rocky Mountaln Reg\onal
Ofﬁce .

{
The Anti-Defamation League, supported by the Denver director of the National.
Conference of Christians and Jews, proposed a bill in the 1981 legislature purportedly
aimed at banning parailitary camps. Writter. by ADL, the proposed law, which
. passed the. Colorado Senate and died in House Committee, was a loosely drafted
" attempt ata criminal statute without the basic elements necessary to establish a crime.
The bill would have made it a felouy to teach someone to use a weapon with
knowledge that [the persons] would use :the weapon in a hate group type activity,
Obviously, it ‘would be nearly impossible to prove knowledge Or a nexus between the
act of teaching and another person’s threatening activity with a weapon. In actuality,
the bill attempted to establish vicarious liability that probably would put no one in jail.
._-ADL-maintains, however, that the bill is about to becOme law in California and at
" least two Other States.? v ) .

- . R

In Maryland a recent law requires that all State and local law enforcement .

agencies use a standard system for reporting “incidents apparently directed
agalnst racial, religious, or ethnic groups.”? This law is unique in that it

deals with crime statistics; it is the only measure in the country that requires

' a separate statewide reporting system of crimes that are raclally ot religiously
motivated.>* Nor is any similar effort made at the national level as indicated .
by the Terrol;lsm Sectlon chief in the Cnmlna] Investigative Division of the
JFBIL :

* In Cllifomia. Cal. Code of Civil Proc., §527.7 (l982) and Cal. Penal Code, §§11410 and
11411;in Connecticut, 1980 Conn. Aéts 54 (Reg. Sess.) (codified at Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann §§$3-

57 (West 1982)) and 1982 Conn. Acts 14 (Reg. Sess) and 1981 Conn. Acts 243 (Reg»jg.x)' in

——Flarida, Fla. Stat §775.0845¢1981) and Fla. Stat. §876.155(1981); in Maryland, Md. Arin. Code
art. 88B §9-10 (Supp. 1981) and Md: Crim. Law Code Ann. §10(A) (1981); in Massachusetts,

1979 Mass. ‘Acts 801 (codified at Mass. Gen. Laws Ann. ‘ch. 12, §II I-11 H, and ch. 265, §37 -

.« (West 1982)); in New Jersey, P. L. 1981 ch. 282 (1981); in New York, 2 McKinney Sess. Laws,
ch.+870, §40-C(l98|) and | Mcl(mney Sess. Laws, ch. 76 §28 (1981); in North Carolina, N.C.
Gen,\Sm,§880 (1981) and Sess. Laws (1981); in Oregon, ¢ Or. Rev. Stat. 166.155 §l66 165 (Cn[n

. Code) and Or. Rev Stat. 30.190 & 30.2000 (Civ. Code) (1981); in Pennsylvania, 18 Pa. Cons.
Stat. §5515; Act 138 (June 11, 1982); in Rhode Island, 1981 R.I. Pub. Laws 60 (codified at R.I.

- Gen Laws §11-53-1, 11-53-2 (1981); in Tennessee, Tenn Code Ann. §38-2810 (l98|) in
. Wlshm;lon, Wash. Rev. Code 9A. 36.080 (1981). N
SR Rocky Mountain Regional Office, Regwnalkesponse. Nov. 10, 1981, p 4
5 Md. Ann. Code art. 88B, §§9-10 (Supp. 1981). -
* Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, Rq:onalﬁe;pame. Nowv. 15, 1981, p. |7.
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'l'h.. Fhl does not keep separate statistics on incidents of racmlly or rehglously
- -motivated-violence- A'ny-mformatmn—on"such"lncmentswld begrotiped with all ~
other violations of a similar nature with regard to the type of crime involved.

" The only statistics which are kebt that would relate to racially or religiously moti vated -
“Violence are the. number of domestlc terrorist incidents and. the number of domestic
secunty investigations. %y . °

e

° However, these statistics deal with all other types of violent actwnty and would include -
pohtlcally and criminally motivated vnolence as well.” .

Thls Commnssnon takes the posmon that,. while the need to explore new’

| * legislative |n|t|at|ves at the State and local level may-exist, Federal laws, with
o some modification, are adequate to prosecute perpetrators of racially
~motivated violence. In congressronal testimony, Dr. Mary Frances Berry,
" former Vice Chairman and present member of the U.S. Commission on Civil

nghts recommended that the U.S. Department of Justice i increase its level of ‘

" proseciitions under exlstlng Federal law:

‘
;

The steady idcrease of ,racnally motivated crimes is cause for the gravest concern. The
struggle for civil rights-in this couatry has been an arduous one. We have ¢ come too far

to let the struggle of many be undone by the lawlessness of a few. We as a nation must
make a concerted effort to find effective means for deterring and pumshmg these acts

make swift use of these means. . . .The statutory basis for. enforcement is- present and,
again, let me stress that the Justlce Department should ‘have no higher priority than

stopping the murder of and assault on people for no rédson other than their race. o

~ Sevetal observers at the State level also believe that if the fulk force of existing -

laws, were rigorously applied, little need if any would éxist for new Jegislation.
Among those who expressed this view were police officers from Provrdence

~ who appeared before the 'Rhode Island Advisory Committee and also

indicated some reservatlon about the courts’ willingness to: enforce such
laws z : L . CE

B Robert‘ J. Ivey, Terrorism 'Section Chlef, Cfiminal lnvestlgntlon Division, FBI, US. _
Department of Justice, letter to Paul Alexander, Actm; General Counsel, U.S. Commission on - ’

Civil Rights, Jan. 18, 1982.

. : * Mary Frances Berry, testimony, U.S., Congress, House Judlcllry Suboommlttee on Cnmmell

T ~ Justice, June 3, 1981, pp. 14-15. In her testimony Dr. Berry recommended that 18 US.C. section

241 would be improved if the element of conspiracy were removed 48 well as the restriction that . - .

the victim must be a citizen. With regard to section 242, she conveyed recommendations that the

. Jjudicially imposed requirement of showing specific |ntq|t be removed and that punishment be

raised to the level of a felony. She encouraged increased prosecutlon under section 245, since \t
contains language that is specific enough to lVOId :he challen;ee of vagueness that 18 U.S.C.
sections 241 and 242 have undergone. ) '

7 New F.nglend Regional Office, Regwnal Respon.re. Nov. 13, 1981, pp. 14-15.
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of vnolence We have presently at our disposal the necessary means to bring a halt to .
the growing number of acts of racially motivated violence. We have no-choice but to -

o




Medla_,Responsew, PR S
s indicated in the previous chapter, State Advnsory Commlttees to thxs
Commnssnon believe that sensitive and nonsensational news coverage of acts .
of racial and religious violence and intimidation should be encoiiraged. One
__way. of domg so is reflected in earlier descnptlons of public and pnvate
commissions, coalitions, or task forces. In most of these cases, newspaper .

_ editors, television producers, and other media representatives serve on such - . ¥_ .
" bodies established to examine the problem and recommend solations. On ,
other occasions, community organizations, with civil-rights interests have B
- taken the initiative fo contact opinionmakers to suggest existing or potentlal ’

‘ -programs that provide factual and historical information about hate group
. * activity and the ways in which it is best countered.
"1 The television industry hds a code that Sets forth standards of responsnble o
o programming. In the treatment of news and public events, the code calls for ¢
4 reportmg that is factual, fair, and unb|a§ed It advocates against the amng of ~
*“morbid, sensational or alanmng details not essential to the factual reports’
and states further that “‘pictorial material should be chosen with carqand not
presented in a misleading manner.” The code acknowledges that *television
provides a valuable forum for the expression of responsible views on’ public £
. issues” and urges broadcasters to “seeck out and develop with accountable
~ individuals, groups and organizations, programs relating to controversial  * .
- public issues.of import to his/her fellow citizens.”* Were relevant portions
.of this code. followed circumspectly by the electronic media, and similar
‘pnnclples by the pnntmedla ‘many of the problems arising in coveragé of
hate group activity might be eliminated.

-

Speaking Out : - ' _ S
~ Running through vnrtually all the material gathered 6n the subject of racial” - .
and religious violence is a belief in the indispensable need for strong and
Lo unambiguous statements from community leaders and elected officials that
< acts of racial and re,li,giods-intimidntion will.not be tolerated. Members of hate . -
A groups of the kind discussed in this statement, view-themselves as true patriots
who stand as the last defenders of the American way. They must learn from
‘repeated pubhc statements, as well as the determined enforcement of law,
that they are the most anti-American among us.” Were they to succeed in
e having a one-race, one- religion, one-ancestry Nation, then any semblance of
the pluralism that is America. would be destroyed.

" One means for. voicing mdlgnatlon is the promulgation and passage of .

" official reso],utlons Two examples: are contained in the appendix: one issued :
¢ by the Wilmington, Delaware, City Council and the other by the Maryland

" State Department of Educatlon

3

u Broadcasting/CabIecasling Yearbook 1982. pp. D-15 to D-17.
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Presndent Reagan emphasized his own opposntlom to racial and rehglous
intimidation and violence by visiting a black family that fell victim to a cross
burning upon moving into a white neighborhood in Prince Georges County, ,
Maryland.” What is needed accordmg to most observers is for more public- . -
officials to take repeated opportunities to express their dlsapproval in- - -

’ increasingly strong terms and definitive action. At the annual convention of v
“the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, President,
Reagan expressed in"clear terms his own indignation over extremist groups
and the determination of his adiministrationsto deal forcefully with those who

- attempt to deny the nghts of other, Amencans -

l

i

R

A few ‘isolated groups in the backwater of American life still hold perverted notions of
what America is all about. Recently in_some places in the Nation there’s been a
_disturbing reoccurrence of bigotry and v:olence If 1 may, from the platform of this
organizatlon, known for its tolerance, I would like to address a few remarks to those
- groups who still adhere to senseless racism and religious prejudlce, to those mdmduals
-who perSIst in such hateful behav:or

2

If . were speakin'g(to them'instead of to you, I would say to them, **You aré the ones
who are out of step with our society. You are the ones who willfully violate the .
meaning of theé dream that is America. And this country, because of what it stands for,
: * will not stand for your conduct.” My administration will vigorously investigate and
1. prosecute those who, by violence or intimidation, would attempt to deny Americans
thelr constltutlonal rights.* .

» U.S., Executive OIﬁce, Weekly Compllauon of Presidential Documents vol. 18, Mly 10 1982,
p. 699. - “
* fbid., vol. 17, June 29 I98| . p. 699. :

PAruiitex: provided oy e [ . N . \ ) - . . n o




.
e

N

I3

“The USS. 'Commission on C|V|l Rights concludes that the phenomenon of«:
racial and religious violence is a serious threat.to the maintenance of a
Peaoeful democratlc and pluralistic -society. Blgotry-bred violence and
intimidation are manifestations of racism and anti-Semitism that still survive
even after the years of effort spent on their eradication. The basic cause, the
complex network of contributing circumstances, and the social-and psycho-
. logical dimensions that surround the increasing display of racial and rellglous
violence and |nt|m|dat|on are casily understood in broad outhne

. ® When persons or groups derive primary satisfaction or-estcem in thlnklng

+ themselves superior to others;

@ when a sense of group supenonty is evoked to advance the group rtself at
the expense, disadvantage, or persecution of another group; - -~

® when religious doctrine is wittingly or unwittingly used to place gullt or

* to establish hostlllty toward another gtoup; -

® when .competition " increases for shnnlung numbers of jObS economic

" _resources, and government. assistance;

) when govemment is. perceived as e|ther c0vertly supportlng or unwnlhng
- to take punitive action with respect to entrenched discrimination;
' @®. when some segments-of soclety believe that the “American way of life” is -

. about tobe destroyed by intérnal and extcrnal “enemies”;

then the circumstances are right for an unprecedented explosion of hatred and

. bigotry that can result in confrontations of serious proportions. Furthermore,

--when these are perpetrated in a spirit of righteous indignation and fueled by -
-an expectatnon of . media exposure and publlc tolerance, violence is. not o

- surprising.- . »

- The Commisssion further concluds that; I ,
1. Precise measures of the. extent of racial and rellgnous vnolence and

_ intimidation do not exist primarily because Federal, State; and local law

enforcement agencies have not devised methods for reporting and complhng :
-statistics on crimes that |nvolve clear slgns of racial and rellgrous motlvatlon ‘




-

Such data are needed to measure trends, develop preventive programs,
allocate resources, and adjust public policy.

2. The criminal justice system is more likely to inspire conﬁdence that it
will respond swnftly and effectively to apprehend offenders, press for
prosecutions, and exact appropriate punishments when the racial, ethnic, and

.religious composition of criminal justice work forces reflects that of the

community.

. 3. Some national, State, and local leaders have not been as vocal as they

should be in expressing outrage over criminal acts that deny constitutional
rights to persons because of their color, creed, or national origin. Whether
this is due to unintentional ‘insensitivity, or o a_deliberate conspiracy of

silence, it too becomes the ground for believing that illegal acts of raclal or. .

‘ rellglous vielence will not be challenged seriously.

" .4. Although antidemocratic extremist groups contribute much of the’ .
rhetoric of hatred and provide an enclave of etnotional support for those who -

act out the hatred, the groups themselves are not always directly responsible
for acts of racial and religious violence. Many of these acts are carried out by
unthinking imitators; others are committed by individuals who happen to
hold the same views espoused by group members. - : .
5. Education is one key element in efforts to eradicate racism and - prevent
violence. Effective educational strategies can be developed by public and:
private school systems, police training academies, the mass media, universi-
ties, religious institutions, and a host of community-based organizations.

6. New legislative initiatives a2imed at outlawing specific tactics of racial and
religious bigots have been taken by a number of State and local legislative

_ bodies in -apparent recognition’ that adequate legal tools as well as |mpr6ved o

educational strategies are important in the fight against overt bigotry. -

On the basis of these conclusions, the Comm:ssnon makes the followmg'

-

suggestlons
Federal and State authontles should develop workable reportmg systenu
tlnt will produce an accurate and comprehensive measurement of the extent
of criminal activity tlmt is clearly baséd on ncial and/or - religlous
motivations, '
Implementing thls suggestlon is no easy" task. Uniform deﬁmtlons guide-
lines, and profedures ‘must be developed .if the data are to be reliable,
comparable, and useful. Until this difficult step is taken, hoWever, some
‘public pgllcy decisions and program development strategies will go unattend-
«ed or be undertaken in the absence of adequate information. Leadership for
the éffort should be vested in the Federal Bureau of Investigation in
connection with the uniform crime reporting system. The pionering effort of
- the State of Maryland should prove instructive in this area.
2. The criminal justice system, especully law enforcement components.

o .

b

should intensify efforts to ensure that staff who confront mcldents of racial

:
i
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and religious terrorism are broadly re‘prelentatire of the rneiai, ethnic, and
- .religious makeup of the communities tlley serve.
* As this Commission has noted in several reports on pohce practice,

who by training, background, and minority status- are personally sensitive to
the dynamics of life in a multiracial society.

- 3.. The President ‘of the United States should continue to take the lead in
denounemg overt acts of racism and anti-Semitism as being the epltome of
intolerable and irresponsible belmnor on the part.of any American. -

The President is in a unique position to exert the power of moral suasion
and relnforce the abiding .values of democratic traditi Reviews of the
-history of- violencé in America indicate that outbreaks s&nde when officials
make it clear that anti-American behavior is repugn::nt and subject to full

statements to date lave been forthright, powerful and clear; we: urge his
continuing leadership in.this area.

. Semitism, :
Promlsmg efforts in this regard are underway in a number of communmes

money from the National Endowment for the Humanities and private

-enforcement officers, who stand as the first line of defense i in dangerous and
explosive situations, should not be overlooked. .

intensify its prosecution of racially and religiously motivated violence.
This Commission reiterates its belief that too few cases are prosecuted’
under the adequate provisions of 18 U.S.C. section 245. The U.S. Department

- responsnbllmes of its Civil Rights Division.
We urge upon all Americans a cooperatlve and relentless effort, by all legal

, . means, to excise from American life"the roots of bigotry and violence that .

deny the rights of racial, religious, and ethnic minorities. We believe swift and
effective action.is needed but conclude with a caution against the use of
* extreme measures whereln the govem;nent s interest is not balanced against
* the deprivation of individual rights.

LS 8
i B

‘ conﬁdence in thé cause of justice is served best when it involves personnel

enfercement of the Jlaw and -constitutional guarantees. The Presndents_

, 4. 'Parénts, educators, leaders of religious. mstitutions, and. other opmion- :
.- makers should work together to develop educational programs designed to -
produce cognitive and emotional change with rupect to racism and anti-

»What may be needed to |ntenS|fy educational activity is l‘udershlp and seed

philanthropies. The need for such education and training on the part of law .

5, The Civil Rnghts Division of the U.S. Department of, Justiee should -

-of Justice should treat such prosecutions as one of the most critical -




Wilmington, Delaware .
November 12, 1981 . -

0
1)

WHEREAS, it has become clear that some persons «in the Reagan
Administration are advocating to the President a reduction in Civil Rights
compliance and enforcement; and

WHEREAS, these hard-fought rights for minorities and women are the

major blocks to a return -to the ugly hatred that once prevalled lh many parts o

of this country, and : 3
WHEREAS, many states and cities formerly enacted laws to segregate and
to oppress those who were not white; and - : )
WHEREAS, it is also clear thai the rise of hate groups and the mcldence of ,
. acts of vnolence against minorities is on the increase; and
WHEREAS, whenever the economy declmes, the tendency has been to
|gnore Civil Rights violations and the vncnousness of these hate groups at the
expense of freedorh for all citizens.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RBSOLVED BY THE COUVCIL OF. .~

"THE CITY OF WILMINGTON That the Council reiterates its view that it
is not in the best interest of this country to permit a Wweakening of Civil Rights
compliance enforcement and, further, the Council urges Delaware’s Congres-
sional Delegation to actively resist any further erosion of Civil Rights. '

FURTHER RESOLVED That the City Clerk is directed to forward copies
of this Resolutlon to the members of Delaware s Congressional Delegatlon
Passed by City Council

LR 'November 12, 1981

" ATTEST: Signed by
- , . City Clerk -
Approved as 'to form o
November 11, 1981

Sigﬁed by .
Assistant City Solicitor

9,




RESOLUTION
MARYLAND STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

July 29, 1981
Resolution No. 1981-35 ' :

L . : _ Re: Violence and Extremism
WHEREAS, The Maryland State Board of Education believes that public’
education is provided best in an atmosphere where differences are understood - i
and appreciated, and where all persons are treated fairly, with respect and -
without discrimination or threats of violence or abuse; and -~ . s
. WHEREAS, The recent incidents of cross-burning, painting: of swastikas,
defacing of places of worship and other public buildings, threatened violence |
against the persons of civil rights organizations, distribution of hate literature
BN * to school children and similar acts by members of the Ku Klux Klan, Neo-
- .. Nazi organizations and other hate groups in Maryland are cases for concern
~* “and constructive response by all persons of good will; and \ _
L -».5\\\\/HEREAS, Silence in the face of deliberate aéts of wanton hatred -~
cannot and must not be tolerated in this state; and ' , e
- WHEREAS, ‘The educational system of Maryland has an affirmative
: ruponsibi!itx to help create within itself and within the communities of the
_ State an atmosphere of respect, understanding, fairmindedness and tolerance
. between and among racial, ethnic and religious groups consistent with the
~ .7 democratic principles on which this nation is built; and :
WHEREAS, Action, inaction, words and their absence by- all. citizens
-~ including employees of the MSDE [Maryland State. Department of Educa-
tion] and local school systems contribute significantly to the climate which
either breeds or discourages ra\cigl, ethnic and religious bigotry; now therefore
beit @ - : o _ -
RESOLVED, That the Maryland State Board of Education finds intolera- = -
. ble and condemns any individual or organization, such as the Ku Klux Klan 3
and Neo-Nazi type groups that believe in; practice, or support verbal abuse,
threats, or physical violence directed against others; and be it further ‘ _ :
RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education commends the Governor -
-in his appointment of the Task Force on Violence and Extremism and directs
the State Superintendent as a member to support fully the work of the Task.
Force, and be it further - N 4 '
_ RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education directs the Maryland
~ State Department of Education to continue to give positive emphasis in its
.+, curricula work, in-service training activities, grants, awards and all other
: appropriate contexts to issues of equity and to the umceepubility\of thekind -
. ofactivity to which this resolution is directed; and be it further *©

I "' ! ¢ (G ' .ev \
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RESOLVED That the State Board of Education strongly urges all citizens
of good will to speak out against those. who would foment hatred and seekto ¢
- -divide us; and be it further )
T RESOLVED That ‘the State Board of: Education strongly encourages all :
" local school systems to give specific attention to these issues in-board pohcy, o
- curricula, staff development activities and extracumcular affairs; and be it
.. further : S
-~ .“.  RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education d|rects _the State
Superintendent to bring this resolution to-the attention of each local board of .
education and local supenntendent ’ '

“
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